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PRESS RELEASE – Issued 17th May 2010

First Communicants fill St Andrews Catholic Church to bursting in 75th Anniversary Year
A congregation of over two hundred family, friends and parishioners witnessed twelve children receiving the Sacrament of Holy Communion in a service at St Andrews Catholic Church in Tenterden celebrated by parish priest Monsignor Edward Hill on Saturday 15th May 2010, filling the church entirely with standing room only for latecomers. 
The celebration continued on Sunday 16th May as the children joined fellow parishioners in the Sunday 10:30 Mass followed by a lavish Communion Breakfast hosted by the Tenterden branch of the Catholic Women’s League. “We sincerely congratulate the twelve children on reaching this milestone in the Catholic Church in our 75th Anniversary year,” says Monsignor Hill. “The support from parents, prayer partners and all members of the Parish has been tremendous, and together with our plans to build a new Parish and Community Centre, this marks a significant high point in St Andrews’ history.”

Following over a year of preparation led by catechists Ailish Cantwell-Jones, Eleanor Doggwiler and Kevin Thornton, the twelve communicants, aged ranging from seven to twelve, received the sacrament of First Holy Communion in front of a congregation of over two hundred family, friends and parishioners in a dedicated service at 14:30 on Saturday 15th May 2010.

According to Monsignor Hill, this was the first Saturday celebration of Communion in the Parish, as First Communicants have previously joined Sunday’s 10:30 Mass, but as the Parish continues to grow space in the Church is at a premium: “We knew so many friends and family would want to share this special occasion, so we chose for the first time to hold a dedicated Mass on a Saturday. Even so, we still had the congregation standing, making the need for our new Parish and Community Centre even more pressing!
“All of the children had worked so hard towards this day devoting Saturday mornings for nearly a year, ably supported by our volunteer catechists, parents and prayer partners,” continues Monsignor Hill. “We hope this preparation will stand them in good stead as they continue on their path towards becoming adults in the Catholic Church. As we will shortly be starting preparations for Holy Communion and Confirmation for 2011, I would be pleased to hear from any interested parents.” 
Monsignor Hill expresses the delight of the entire Parish in seeing the twelve children receive their first Holy Communion in what is a very special year for St Andrews. “Not only is this the 75th Anniversary of St Andrews in Tenterden,” he says, “but this year sees the launch of our fund raising campaign to generate the financial support we require to build our planned new Parish and Community Centre that will benefit not only the church but also the entire community in Tenterden for many years to come.”
End of press release (457 words)

NOTES FOR THE MEDIA
Further information/interviews:

Monsignor Edward Hill
St Andrews Catholic Church Tenterden

T: +44 (0) 1580 762785

E: st.andrews.tent@btinternet.com
Michael Doggwiler


    

Forensic Marketing Ltd.
T: +44 (0) 1580 762 005
M: +44 (0) 7802 196 766
E: mdoggwiler@forensimarketing.co.uk
About St Andrews Catholic Church Tenterden
Based in the ‘Jewel of the Weald’, St Andrews Catholic Church is celebrating its 75th Anniversary in 2010. A part of the Archdiocese of Southwark, the church was built in 1935 and opened by Monsignor W F Brown, Bishop of Pella and Southwark. Today the Catholic Parish of Tenterden numbers over nine hundred with a biennial intake of up to a dozen communicants. Monsignor Edward Hill is formerly a Principal Chaplain to the Royal Air Force and has been parish priest since 2003. This year, 2010, the Parish has embarked on a fundraising campaign to generate £310,000 towards a total £500,000 budget for a new Parish and Community Centre to accommodate the growing needs of parishioners and the local community. 
Contact details

St Andrews Catholic Church
The Presbytery, 47 Ashford Road, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6LL, UK
T: +44 (0) 1580 762 785
E: st.andrews.tent@btinternet.com 
W: www.standrewstenterden.org
Logos and photography

The St Andrews Parish Church logo, plus photographs of the church, of the First Holy Communion and Parish Priest Monsignor Edward Hill, are available from The Presbytery or Michael Doggwiler (see ‘Contact details’, above).
Page 3 of 3

