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PRESS RELEASE – Issued 6th December 2011
New community resource for Tenterden gains Archbishop’s blessing as St Andrew’s Catholic Church’s Parish Centre is opened
Tenterden, Tuesday 6th December 2011 – Most Reverend Peter Smith, Archbishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark, visited Tenterden on Sunday 4th December 2011 to bless and formerly open a valuable new community resource for the town and surrounding villages. After celebrating Mass, Archbishop Peter was joined by Parishioners and special guests, which included the Mayors of Tenterden and Ashford and Member of Parliament for Ashford Damian Green, at a reception in the new Parish Centre, putting its facilities to the test at its first major function.

The Mass celebrated by Archbishop Peter was attended by over 160 parishioners, invited guests and Catholic Clergy. In past years, this would have left standing room only in the church, but the new Centre’s unique design, which integrates its main hall with the church, enabled many more parishioners to join the Mass. It also comfortably accommodated all the guests at the reception generously supported by the Centre’s main contractor Westridge Construction Ltd., and Tenterden’s local Tesco supermarket, which followed the Archbishop’s blessing.
According to St Andrew’s Parish Priest Monsignor Edward ‘Ted’ Hill, the opening of the new Parish Centre represents the culmination of a planning and fund raising project spanning over six years: “The number of Parishioners has been growing steadily in recent years but the space constraints of our existing facilities have restricted our ability to host events.”
Mgr Ted continues: “The new Parish Centre will be able to accommodate up to 130 seated guests and is fully equipped with modern facilities to host social gatherings of all kinds. We hope that local community groups will begin to use the Centre and we will be taking bookings in early 2012.”
However, the fund raising project is not over yet. It is hoped that future bookings will form part of the next stage of fundraising to help pay for the running costs of the Centre and to repay the loans that the Parish drew down to fund the cost of Centre’s construction. “We have an active fundraising programme planned for 2012 which will feature many events to be held at the Centre,” adds Mgr Ted.

Mgr Ted concludes: “We were privileged to have Archbishop Peter and so many distinguished guests join us for the celebration of what is a major milestone in the growth and development of St Andrew’s Catholic Church in Tenterden.”
End of press release (389 words)
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About St Andrew’s Catholic Church Tenterden
Based in the ‘Jewel of the Weald’, St Andrew’s Catholic Church celebrated its 75th Anniversary in 2010. A part of the Archdiocese of Southwark, the church was built in 1935 and opened by Monsignor W F Brown, Titular Bishop of Pella and Auxiliary of Southwark. Today the Catholic Parish of Tenterden numbers over nine hundred with new members joining each year. Monsignor Edward ‘Ted’ Hill was formerly the Principal Roman Catholic Chaplain to the Royal Air Force and has been parish priest since 2003. This year, 2011, the Parish has embarked on a construction project to build a new Parish Centre to accommodate the growing needs of parishioners and the local community. The Parish Centre was Blessed and formally opened on 4th December 2011 by Archbishop Peter Smith. 
About the Archdiocese of Southwark and Archbishop Peter Smith
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark covers the London boroughs south of the River Thames, the County of Kent and the Medway Unitary Authority. Archbishop Peter Smith was appointed tenth Archbishop of Southwark by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI on 30 April 2010, and he was installed at St George’s Cathedral, Southwark on 10th June 2010. Ordained as a priest of the Southwark diocese, he was later ordained as bishop of the diocese of East Anglia in 1995, then later moved to be the Archbishop of Cardiff in 2001.
Contact details

St Andrews Catholic Church
The Presbytery, 47 Ashford Road, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6LL, UK
T: +44 (0) 1580 762 785
E: st.andrews.tent@btinternet.com 
W: www.standrewstenterden.org
Logos and photography

The following images are available in high resolution for print, along with captions, from Michael Doggwiler (see ‘Contact details’, above). All images are © 2011 St Andrew’s Catholic Church Tenterden. Please credit images:

“Courtesy of St Andrew’s Parish Church Tenterden / Lewis J Brockway Photography”
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The St Andrews Parish Church logo, plus photographs of the church, the new Hall during construction and Parish Priest Monsignor Edward Hill, are available from The Presbytery or Michael Doggwiler (see ‘Contact details’, above).
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