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PRESS RELEASE – Issued 3rd November 2011
Archbishop plans Tenterden visit to bless and open St Andrew’s Catholic Church’s new Parish Hall and Community Centre
Tenterden, Tuesday 3rd November 2011 - Archbishop Peter Smith of the Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark, will visit Tenterden on 4th December 2011 to bless and formally open St Andrew’s Catholic Church’s new Parish Hall and Community Centre. After the opening ceremony, Archbishop Peter will be joined by Parishioners and invited guests at a reception to mark this major milestone in the Parish of St Andrew’s development. The Mayors of Tenterden and Ashford, and Member of Parliament for Ashford Damian Green, have already confirmed that they will attend the event.
“We are delighted that Archbishop Peter will be blessing our new Parish Hall and Community Centre,” says St Andrew’s Parish Priest Monsignor Edward ‘Ted’ Hill. “The new Hall will accommodate the growing needs of our Parish and of the community of Tenterden and its surrounding villages.” 
The successful completion of the new Parish Hall and Community Centre represents the culmination of a planning and fund raising project spanning over six years and offers a valuable new resource for the Parish and local community groups. Monsignor Ted explains: “The number of Parishioners has been growing steadily in recent years but the space constraints of our existing facilities have restricted our ability to host events.
“When it is completed in December, the new Parish and Community Hall will be able to accommodate up to 130seated guests and is fully equipped with modern facilities to host social gatherings of all kinds. We hope that local community groups will begin to use the Hall and we will be taking bookings in early 2012.”
According to Monsignor Ted, the construction of the Hall, which is being built onto the existing church, has gone incredibly smoothly due to the expertise and commitment of the architect, Graham Bedford, of The Hammerwood Practice Chartered Architects, and the principal contractor Westridge Construction Ltd.: “There were several major challenges to overcome, not least because we have continued to celebrate Mass daily throughout the construction phase!” 
Archbishop Peter will be holding a special Mass at 10:30 on 4th December 2011 followed by a blessing and formal opening of St Andrew’s Parish Hall and Community Centre at approximately 12:00 noon.
A reception will follow, generously supported in part by Westridge Construction Ltd. and others, the first major event to be held in the Parish Hall. The reception will be attended by Parishioners and invited guests who include Catholic clergy from the parishes which have loaned money to help fund the construction, representatives of Tenterden’s other churches and guests from the local community. The Mayors of Tenterden and Ashford, and Member of Parliament for Ashford Damian Green, have already confirmed that they will attend the opening. 
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About St Andrews Catholic Church Tenterden
Based in the ‘Jewel of the Weald’, St Andrews Catholic Church is celebrating its 75th Anniversary in 2010. A part of the Archdiocese of Southwark, the church was built in 1935 and opened by Monsignor W F Brown, Titular Bishop of Pella and Auxiliary of Southwark. Today the Catholic Parish of Tenterden numbers over nine hundred with new members joining each year. Monsignor Edward Hill was formerly the Principal Roman Catholic Chaplain to the Royal Air Force and has been parish priest since 2003. This year, 2011, the Parish has embarked on a construction project to build a new Parish Hall and Community Centre to accommodate the growing needs of parishioners and the local community. The Parish Hall is to open in December. 
About the Archdiocese of Southwark and Archbishop Peter Smith
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark covers the London boroughs south of the River Thames, the County of Kent and the Medway Unitary Authority. Archbishop Peter Smith was appointed tenth Archbishop of Southwark by the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI on 30 April 2010, and he was installed at St George’s Cathedral, Southwark on 10th June 2010. Ordained as a priest of the Southwark diocese, he was later ordained as bishop of the diocese of East Anglia in 1995, then later moved to be the Archbishop of Cardiff in 2001.
Contact details

St Andrews Catholic Church
The Presbytery, 47 Ashford Road, Tenterden, Kent TN30 6LL, UK
T: +44 (0) 1580 762 785
E: st.andrews.tent@btinternet.com 
W: www.standrewstenterden.org
Logos and photography

The St Andrews Parish Church logo, plus photographs of the church, the new Hall during constructions and Parish Priest Monsignor Edward Hill, are available from The Presbytery or Michael Doggwiler (see ‘Contact details’, above).

Photos of Archbishop Peter Smith are available from the Archdiocese of Southwark’s Diocesan Communications Officer, Father Philip Glandfield.
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