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Week beginning 31st December, The Most Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (B)

Today's Readings: 
First Reading – (Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6. 12-14) - The prophet Sirach exhorts grown up children to respect their parents. He emphasizes that kindness shown to one’s parents will be rewarded. 
Psalm (127) - In this psalm we are taught that the prosperity of our families depends upon the blessing of God; and that the only way to obtain that blessing which will make our families comfortable is to live in the fear of God and in obedience to Him.  

Psalm Response -    “O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways” 

                                  (Sung through twice at 8.30 & 10.30)

Second Reading - (Colossians 3:12-21) - St Paul gives a list of virtues which are essential for leading good family life. Life in family becomes a joyful experience when love, kindness, forgiveness and patience are practised. 

Gospel – (Luke 2:22-40) - The parents of Jesus are law-abiding and so they take the child Jesus to the Temple and redeem him by making the prescribed offering. 

 During the offertory at the 10.30 Mass, the choir will sing the carol "The angel and the shepherds" (Bohemian, arranged by C.H.Trevor)

Fr. John writes - 

 “I thank you very much indeed for all kind gifts you gave me, the many Christmas cards, and the extremely generous Christmas Collection (£1,800)!
In addition, a very sincere thanks for all of you who did so much to ensure our liturgy went well. 
It is a bit presumptuous to write about next Christmas, but I am glad to see in my new diary that Christmas will be on a Tuesday in 2018 – at least a day’s gap between Sunday and Christmas!  I was pleased that the church was full at the 10pm. Mass, and I heard no complaints about this new timing.
The sad news is that Liz Goodwin died on Christmas night.   I, and others from our parish, had been visiting her in hospital and praying with her as her health steadily declined.  We will greatly miss her, may she rest in peace. 
Your prayers are asked for:-
· Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence, Kevin Thornton.
· For all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. ('Relatives and Friends' list is on the porch noticeboard).
· Those whose anniversaries of death occur about this time –  Mary Bly, Brian Barrett, Moya Crofton, Joseph Davis, Martin Vickers, Gloria Woods, Helen Miller, Violet Braden and Margaret Thornton.
· Those recently deceased – Liz Goodwin.
Important Dates for Your Diaries
1. Saturday January 13th in Zion Baptist Church – Men’s Breakfast – speaker Ian Black – Deacon at St Francis RC church in Maidstone. Former fire officer and now Chaplain to London Fire Brigade and St Simon Stock School. Breakfast starts at 08:30 – cost £10.

2. Sunday January 21st at 09:45, we re-start our Bible Journey with the book of Exodus and “Freedom and the Law at Mount Sinai”.

3. Saturday January 27th at 08:30 – Our annual ecumenical Bible Study morning, for both ladies and gents starting with breakfast. This year’s topic is Saint Paul. We will be collecting names and the £10 breakfast/ lecturer’s fee contribution in early January.

4. Saturday March 10th at 08:30 – Men’s breakfast at Saint Mildred’s Church Hall – Neal Stanton – Baptist Co-pastor.

5. Saturday April 21st from 10:00 to 13:00 in Saint Andrew’s Church – Morning of reflection for Readers and Extra-ordinary Ministers. Canon Anthony Charlton. PP at Canterbury
This week’s services
	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	30th Dec
	Holy Family Year B
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	

	Sunday
	31st Dec
	Holy Family Year B
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	Liz Goodwin RIP

	Monday
	1st Jan
	Mary , The Mother of God
	10:00 Mass
	

	Tuesday
	2nd Jan
	Sts Basil & Gregory
	10:00 Mass
	Mrs Mullalley Clark

	Wednesday
	3rd Jan
	Most Holy name of Jesus
	10:00 Mass
	

	Thursday
	4th Jan
	Feria
	09:00 Mass
	

	Friday
	5th Jan
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Followed by adoration

	Saturday
	6th Jan


	Epiphany
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation

People of the parish

	Sunday
	7th Jan
	Epiphany
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	


Next week’s responsibilities – The Epiphany

	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Pat Sargent
	Michael Drummond-Brady
	Kevin Titus

	Extraordinary Ministers
	None
	Allan Shipton

Peter Lonergan
	Chris Leahy

Collette Iglinski

	Flowers
	Francien
	Cleaners
	


