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Newsletter for the week commencing December 3rd 2017, the First Sunday of Advent (B)

Today's Readings: 
First Reading - (Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1. 3-8) -This reading contains the sincere confession of the Israelites returning from the Babylonian exile. They acknowledge their failures and call upon God to “rend the heavens and come down”.   
Psalm - (79) - The plea for help expressed in this psalm is based upon God's leadership in the past and the belief that God at present reigns supreme over the whole world.
Psalm response - God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved


Second Reading - (1 Corinthians 1:3-9) - Paul says that the Corinthians are enriched in every way. For example, they have the knowledge of every kind and possess the spiritual gifts. 

Gospel - (Mark 13:33-37) - The parable of the man going on a journey after having entrusted his home to his servants and warned them of his unexpected return is an exhortation for the disciples to be vigilant. 
This weekend is a weekend of prayer for migrants

At the 10.30 Mass, during the offertory the choir will sing the motet:  Zion, at thy shining gates (15c Bohemian melody arranged by George Guest).                 
Fr. John writes: - 
On the TV news, this week there was a piece about a recent archaeological discovery, which pinpoints exactly where Julius Caesar and his invading army landed on our shores.  We tend to think that the ever increasing time distance between today and an historical event like that would diminish our knowledge about it.  But just the opposite happens.
Through historical and archaeological research, we get closer to the truth of the event.  And the same happens to events related to us in the Gospels. 
So it gradually becomes more difficult in the face of increasing supporting evidence to dismiss the story of Christ as an ancient myth and nothing more, as some people do.
It is the gift of Faith that enables us to believe without doubting that Jesus is the Son of God. 
However, in our dialogue with those who doubt, we should value the findings of modern research, which increasingly support the validity of the Gospel teachings when correctly understood.  
Happy Advent!
I am happy to tell you that we have some good news on a less spiritual plane! The parish has been left a bequest of £15,000 from Isabel Knott RIP. After consulting the parish finance committee, this money will pay off almost a year’s debt on our parish centre.

Congratulations to Patrick, son of James and Lisa Delaney, baptised this Saturday at St Andrews.

Bible Study this Sunday - "Abraham, Sarah and the Promise"; 09.45 in the Parish Hall.  

Parish newsletter note from Archbishop Peter Smith 

Do you support Catholic schools and the right of Catholics to send their children to them?   Then we need you to make your voice heard. 
The Government is making a critical decision on whether to overturn the admissions cap, which prevents Catholic schools from allowing all Catholic pupils to attend.   They have acknowledged that this policy discriminates against Catholics and promised to abandon it, now we need you to tell them not to U-turn on their promise to Catholics.
Visit http://catholicnews.org.uk/ or search for ‘Catholic Education’ in your search engine to write to the Government and urge them to drop their policy, which bans new Catholic schools.  
Advent Wreath Workshop - today after the 10.30am Mass.

Flower Arrangers - We are always looking for new members to join us; if you think you would like to be involved but are unsure, why not come along on Saturday December 23rd. at 10,00am when the church will be decorated for Christmas.

Flower arranging is not restricted to just the women of the parish! Give it some thought, gents.

Parish Confirmation Service with the Bishop of Kent, Paul Mason presiding at our church on Wednesday December 13th at 18:30.
Your prayers are asked for:
· Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence, Kevin Thornton and Liz Goodwin.
· For all our sick family members and friends. ('Relatives and Friends' list is on the porch noticeboard)
· Those whose anniversaries occur about this time – Rose Hearst, Edith Corbett, Alex Mickle, Elizabeth de Blaby, Agnes Finnan, Nora Cregan, Francis Kelly, Ann Collins, 'Nat' Kennel and Barbara Beresford.
This week’s services
	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	2nd Dec
	1st Sunday Advent (B)
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	People of the parish

	Sunday
	3rd Dec
	1st Sunday Advent (B)
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	Michael Edwards RIP

(Hilary)

	Monday
	4th Dec
	St John Damascene
	10:00 Mass
	Deceased Clergy

	Tuesday
	5th Dec
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Confirmation Candidates

	Wednesday
	6th Dec
	St Nicholas
	10:00 Mass
	

	Thursday
	7th Dec
	St Ambrose
	09:00 Mass
	

	Friday
	8th Dec
	Immaculate Conception BVM
	10:00 Mass
	Followed by

Adoration

	Saturday
	9th Dec
	2nd Sunday Advent (B)
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation

	Sunday
	10th Dec
	2nd Sunday Advent (B)

Bible Sunday
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	People of the parish

Roy Sturdy RIP

(Frances)


This week’s responsibilities for the 2nd Advent weekend
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Tba
	Nick Carter
	Chris Leahy

	Extraordinary Ministers
	None
	Michael Payne

Alan Shipton
	Peter Hook

Collette Iglinski

	Advent Wreath
	Linda
	Cleaners
	Tba


