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Newsletter for the week beginning 4th March 2018.  The Third Sunday of Lent Year (B)

Today's Readings: 
First Reading Exodus 20:1-17 The Ten Commandments focus people’s relationship with God and neighbour. Love of God must come first, but it never can be divorced from love for one’s neighbour.   
Psalm (18) this psalm considers the glory of God in creation, and moves to reflect on the character and use of "the law of the LORD".
Psalm Response     18.00 - You, Lord, have the message of eternal life

                                  08.30 - You have the message of eternal life, O Lord

                                  10.30 - Lord, you have the words of everlasting life

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:22-25 Jews who seek signs and the Greeks who seek wisdom would find it difficult to understand the crucified Christ, but for believers Christ is the power and wisdom of God.. 

Gospel John 2:13-25 Jesus gets rid of the merchants from the Temple with extraordinary zeal. The death and resurrection of Jesus will achieve a much higher cleansing of people’s hearts and minds.    

Fr. John writes 
One of the central challenges of Christianity is that we reach out to those who are needy, suffering or maybe, just lonely.   Such a challenge has recently arisen in our parish: two elderly ladies who are residents in one of the local care homes have expressed a strong desire to be able to come to Church for Sunday Mass.   I take them Holy Communion each week but both, independently, have expressed the longing to be part of a parish community at Sunday Mass. I can fully understand this: they feel rather cut-off from the Church that has always been a major part of their lives. The most practical time for them would be the 10.30am Mass.    Both are mobile, but would need a little ‘looking after’.  
One of the problems that arise in parishioners’ minds is that they would find it impossible to undertake this every Sunday without fail, and so the suggestion is that more than one volunteer for this role so that they can share the task between them.  If you can respond to this challenge, please come and have a chat with me.

Next weekend, on Saturday, from 12noon, there will be a sale, on behalf of parish expenses, in the parish room. Do please try to come along; I am sure that there will be many items you might like.
Holy Week and Easter Services 
Holy Thursday 19:30 Mass of Maundy Thursday, watching to 22:00.
Good Friday 10.00am Procession of Witness in the town.
Good Friday Liturgy at 3.00pm.
Easter Vigil commences at 9.00pm
Easter Sunday Masses at 8.30am and 10.30am.
This Sunday, 4th March, at 09:45 in the hall, we continue our Bible Journey with– Psalms: the Bible's songbook. Next week – Biblical Wisdom literature: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job.
Lent Reflection
from the Diocesan Stewardship Team. Once again we  are making available by e-mail each day during Lent, a reflection with a theme based on the day’s Mass reading. Here is the link for you to sign up –
http://eepurl.com/bF0b6P   
People who have previously signed up to receive these reflections in  earlier years will automatically receive the reflections this Lent.
Here is a typical example sent last Tuesday 27th February - 
Jesus said, ‘The greatest among you must be your servant.  Anyone who exalts himself will be humbled and anyone who humbles himself will be exalted.’(Matthew 23:12)

In today’s gospel, Jesus is criticising those who ‘occupy the chair of Moses’ and, instead of serving the people, serve themselves.  There is a lesson here for us too.  Do we think ourselves better than others –moral, generous, churchgoing - whilst looking down on others who are, in our eyes, none of these things? 
Important Dates for Your Diaries 
1. For the Men’s Breakfast event on Saturday March 10th in Saint Mildred’s Church Hall, starting with breakfast at 08:30, the speaker will now be Father John, instead of Rev Neal Stanton.
2. Saturday April 21st from 10:00 to 13:00 here at Saint Andrew’s – Morning of reflection for Readers and Extra-ordinary Ministers. Canon Anthony Charlton. PP at Canterbury. Please book that date now
Your prayers are asked for:
· Those ill or infirm in our parish – Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney, Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence, Kevin Thornton, Catherine O’Driscoll, Beryl Cowderoy, Yolande Urquhart, Linda Smith and Peter Davidson.

· For all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. 
· For those whose anniversaries occur about this time –  Irena Lacka, Mary Jackson, Brian McGinty, John Wolfe, Jennifer Ansell, Anne Knox, Sally Cadator, Naomi Mitchell and Alfred Holmsdale. 
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
This week’s services

	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	March 3rd

	3rd Sunday in Lent Year B
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	Private Intention AC

	Sunday
	March 4th 
	3rd Sunday in Lent Year B
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass

16:30
	People of the parish

Stations of the Cross

	Monday
	March 5th 
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Private Intention

	Tuesday
	March 6th 
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	

	Wednesday
	March 7th 
	Sts Perpetua & Felicity
	10:00 Mass
followed by
	Deceased Clergy
Stations of the Cross

	Thursday
	March 8th 
	St Peter’s Chair
	09:00 Mass
	Private Intention

	Friday
	March 9th 
	St Polycarp
	10:00 Mass
followed by
	Adoration of the BS

	Saturday
	March 10th 
	4th Sunday in Lent Year B
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation
Liz Goodwin RIP

	Sunday
	March 11th 
	4th Sunday in Lent Year B
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	People of the parish


Next week’s responsibilities – March 10th /11th - Laetare Sunday – Year B
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Roger Styles
	Nick Carter
	Maria Palin

	Extraordinary Ministers
	
	Alan Shipton

Peter Lonergan
	Frances Lawrence

Collette Iglinski

	Flowers
	Hilary Edwards
	Cleaners
	Val & Bea


