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Week beginning 23rd July, Sixteenth Sunday of Year A
Today's Readings: 

First Reading - (Wisdom 12:13. 16-19) The author says that the sovereign God judges with mildness and shows great restraint in governance, though He can act the way He chooses. This is a lesson that human beings should show forbearance and kindness when dealing with fellow human beings. 

Psalm - 86) David asked for mercy because he was completely dependent upon God. He cried to God all day long because he could not or would not rely on anyone else for help.
Psalm Response - O Lord, you are good and forgiving

Second Reading - (Romans 8: 26-27) The Spirit makes sure that the prayer of the believer is properly addressed to the Father. Without the help of the Spirit, even the prayer of the justified and reconciled Christians can fail. 

Gospel - (Matthew 13: 24 - 43)  Through the parable of the weeds and the wheat the evangelist conveys the message that the Church, and indeed the world, is like a field in which wheat and weeds grow together side by side, until they are separated at the harvest time.
10.30 Mass: Offertory motet sung by the choir - Lord, for thy tender mercies' sake (Anon late 16th c)
Fr. John writes: 

“All of us, I am sure, have the greatest sympathy for the parents of the little baby, Charlie Gard, and the dilemma over the rights of the parents and of the State. The Anscombe Centre, the Catholic bioethics centre in this country, made a useful point:  ‘The hospital’s judgement was not about the worth of Charlie’s life, but the value of the treatment proposed’.  So the hospital was following an “ethically defensible” line of reasoning.  Pope John Paul II in his Encyclical “Evangelium Vitae” (1995) opposes both any deliberate intention to end life and also any medical intervention that is “burdensome, dangerous, extraordinary, or disproportionate to their expected outcome” These points do not encompass all the issues arising from this sad case – but dispel some of the confusion.
There was not a great response to my last week’s consultation on your views about the proposal to celebrate Christmas night Mass at 10pm this year.  Of the responses received, ‘for’ and ‘against’ were nearly equal in number, although not in vehemence!   A dedicated ‘midnighter’ couple give their views below.  I am still open to any further views!
You may remember early in May this year I said was away for the inside of the week, meeting my College friends in Manchester – and discovering shortly before departure I had got the wrong dates!  This week is the correct date, so I will be away from Tuesday to Friday.
One couples’ response to the midnight/10pm Mass debate.   
‘For us Christmas begins with the Midnight Mass and as far as we can recollect we have never missed a midnight Mass for over 40 years! Also, it only happens once a year and to lose this significant event in the Church's calendar will be very disappointing just because people wish to have the Mass earlier to suit their own needs. For those who are unable to attend the midnight mass due to the lateness of it there is always the 8.30 & 10.30am on Christmas Day to fulfil their Christmas duties. With regards to the music I am sure we can tone down the music to just having carols at the midnight Mass if some of the choir feel they are unable to attend and keep the 10.30 mass on Christmas morning as the "choir mass". ‘
Prayers

Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Philomena (Philly) Curtin, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Angela Drummond-Brady, Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel and Ellie Lawrence.. Your prayers, please, for all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. 

'Relatives and Friends' list is on the porch noticeboard

Those whose anniversaries occur about this time – Janet Chisholm, Gilbert Rahr, Susan Rahr and Bessie King.
This week’s services
	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	22nd July
	16th Sunday Ordinary Time Year A
	18:00 Mass
	

	Sunday
	23rd July
	
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass

14:00 Baptism
	People of the Parish

Jessica Lambkin

	Monday
	24th July
	St Sharbel Makhluf
	10:00 Mass
	Private Intention

	Tuesday
	25th July
	St James, The Apostle
	
	No Service

	Wednesday
	26th July
	Sts Joachim & Anne
	09:00
	Communion Service

	Thursday
	27th July
	Feria
	
	No Service

	Friday
	28th July
	Feria
	09:00
	Communion Service

	Saturday
	29th July
	St Martha

17th Sunday Ordinary Time Year A
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Mass
	Reconciliation

	Sunday
	30th July
	17th Sunday Ordinary Time Year A  
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	


Communion Services will be at 9a.m. on Wednesday & Friday because Dcn Jolyon is involved in running the Ecumenical Children’s’ Holiday Club this week.)

Tuesday 25th: Tenterden Walks, Meet at 10.15am from our car park, leave at 10.30am.   
Wednesday 26th: 
Choir Practice at 7.00pm
Weekend of July29th / 30th 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Pat Sargent
	Tony Mallet
	Brian Lawrence

	Extraordinary Ministers
	Martin Heinrichsmeier
	Elena Peck

Michael Payne
	Rani Thomas

Frances Lawrence

	Flowers
	Hilary Edwards
	Cleaners
	Francien/Elena


Food Bank - With the holiday season approaching do please remember those not fortunate enough to be able to go on holiday and rely so much on the Food Bank. Items such as packets of soup, rice, pasta, cereal and tins of meat, fish, vegetables and jars of jam and tea and coffee are always welcome. Please leave your offerings in the box in the porch.
