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Week beginning 26th November, Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Today's Readings: 
First Reading - (Ezekiel 34:12. 15-17) - This passage envisions a possible and happy future for the people. A happy future is possible because God himself will become their shepherd and will not let them be scattered. 
Psalm - (22) - Many of David’s psalms are full of complaints, but this is full of comforts, and the expressions of delight in God’s great goodness and dependence upon him.
Psalm responses:

18.00 - The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want
08.30 - His goodness shall follow me always, to the end of my days
10.30 - Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants, beyond my fears, from death into life.

Second Reading - (1 Corinthians 15:20-26. 28) Saint Paul writes that Christ’s resurrection points to the resurrection of believers, just as the first handful of ripe grain is a sign of the harvest that must soon be gathered.  

Gospel - (Matthew 25: 31-46) - In this passage the theme of final judgement reaches its climax.             
Fr. John writes – 

“The season of preparation is upon us again, –shopping for presents, for greetings cards, for seasonal goodies, etc. In addition, I hope, a season of preparation of our inner selves to celebrate in a few weeks’ time, the birth of Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
This weekend we celebrate Youth Sunday, and the 2nd Collection will be for Diocesan Youth work.
Most of us like to include the Sacrament of Reconciliation in our preparation for this feast.   Previously, we shared a penitential service with Headcorn parish, with myself, Fr Michael Woodgate, and possibly one other priest, - so a ‘repeat’ is scheduled for Monday 18th December 7.30pm (put it in your diary – transport sharing can be arranged). 
Our Parish Christmas Lunch on Sunday the 10th December still has some vacancies, - we have to have the final numbers fairly soon so please ‘sign up’ (in the church porch) this weekend.
Finally we welcome Kay Ockenden who is visiting us this weekend – it will be lovely to meet her again at the 10.30am Mass.      

Bible Study this Sunday - “Creation and Chaos in Genesis”. Next Sunday, December 3rd. we shall be looking at   "Abraham, Sarah and the Promise".

                     2017 Parish Christmas Lunch - Sunday 10th December at 1pm.
The menu to select your choices is now available in the church porch so please do complete the form ASAP. 
For the Parish Christmas Raffle, there is a box in the porch, where you can deposit your kind donation for the Christmas Raffle. The draw will be made at the Lunch. Please ensure the sell by date is post-Christmas.

Please make your payment, £28 per adult - £14 children 12 and under, to Fr John. If paying by cheque please make your cheque payable to St Andrews and write Christmas Lunch on the back of the cheque.
Your prayers are asked for:
· Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence and Kevin Thornton. 
· For all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. (relatives and friends' list is on the porch noticeboard).
· Those whose anniversaries occur about this time – Irene Balkham, Jimmy Hodson, Christopher Crofton, Catherine Broughton, Theresa Maloney, John Leonard, David Daniels and Ethel Currie.
Christmas Cards
Our annual Christmas card sale will be held after all this weekend’s Masses. This will be your last chance.
Parish Confirmation
Please make a note of this very important occasion - Wednesday, December 13th at 6.30pm, when Bishop Paul Mason will be here and will confer the Sacrament on 10 of our fellow parishioners (mostly young people – but one or two, not quite so young!).  
Advent Wreath Workshop
Saturday 2nd December 10am and Sunday 3rd December, after the 10.30am Mass, everyone welcome, children, parents, grandparents - something for everyone! Please call Lorraine Sharp - 01580 762764 - for more information.
The Town Ecumenical Carol Service

Start your Christmas off by joining fellow Christians in Saint Mildred’s Church, Tenterden at 19:30 on Wednesday December 20th 2017. A number of our parishioners will be participating in the service.
A Christmas Carol Service by Candlelight - December 15th, 6.00pm
This festive event will be held in the magnificent setting of St. Margaret's Church, Westminster Abbey. The renowned St. Margaret's choir will lead the congregation in a selection of best-loved carols. Celebrity readers including David Dimbleby, Sue Lawley and Edward Sturton will deliver seasonal readings and poems. As before this event, raises much needed funds for the Passage, the organisation set up to help the homeless. Advance tickets only, please see poster in the porch.
This week’s services

	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	25th Nov
	Christ, the King (A)
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	People of Parish

	Sunday
	26th Nov
	Christ, the King (A)
	08:30 Mass
10:30 Mass

12:30 Mass
	Welfare of Liz Goodwin

Welfare of Kay Ockenden

	Monday
	27th Nov
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Deceased Clergy

	Tuesday
	28th Nov
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	

	Wednesday
	29th Nov
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	

	Thursday
	30th Nov
	Saint Andrew, Apostle
	09:00 Mass
	

	Friday
	1st Dec
	
	10:00 Mass
	Followed by Adoration

	Saturday
	2nd Dec
	1st Sunday of Advent (B)
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation

	Sunday
	3rd Dec
	1st Sunday of Advent (B)
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	Michael Edwards

RIP


Next week’s responsibilities (1st Sunday of Advent)
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Maggie Urquhart
	Michael Drummond-Brady
	Kevin Thomas

	Extraordinary Ministers
	Deacon
	Elena Peck
Louise Carter
	Lorraine Sharp
Liz Dumbleton

	Flowers
	Frances
	Cleaners
	Rachel & Martin


.

