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Today's Readings: For 6.00pm and 8.30am Masses.
First Reading - (Wisdom 6: 12-16) The author of the book of Wisdom invites us to seek wisdom in all that we do, so that the Lady Wisdom may be our guide and protector. 

Psalm - (62) Although fleeing from his enemies David in these verses from Psalm 63, takes refuge in the place where he feels truly loved and secure -- in the shadow of the wings of God.
Psalm response at 18.00 & 08.30 - For you my soul is thirsting, O God, my God                                                            
The 10.30 Mass is a Requiem Mass for those who died in two World Wars and other conflicts. The readings will be from the lectionary for Masses for the Dead.  
Psalm Response - The Lord is my light and my salvation, of whom should I be afraid? Of whom should I be afraid? 


Second Reading - (1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18)  The first letter to the Thessalonians is the earliest Christian writing where St Paul consoles the Christian community who are anxiously waiting for the coming of the Lord. 

Gospel - (Matthew 25: 1-13) In his eschatological discourse Jesus instructs his disciples to be watchful and wise like the five virgins who were practical, foresighted and prudent 
Choir motet at the offertory:  Pie Jesu, from the Requiem (Gabriel Faure)
There is a Second Collection this weekend for the Archbishop’s fund for Diocesan administration
Fr. John writes – 

What are you doing on Wednesday the 13th December?  
I am hoping that you will look at your diary and reply ‘nothing in particular!”  
Moreover, I hope that you will immediately write in your diary on that date ‘Parish Confirmation 6.30pm’!  
Bishop Paul Mason will be here and will confer the Sacrament on TEN of our fellow parishioners (mostly young people – but one or two, not quite so young!).  They have all been preparing for this significant step in their lives, or, more specifically, in their relationship with Christ and his Church - and we are their local church!  Therefore, it is really important that we are there with them – to support them in our prayers, and by our presence. There will be a chance to meet them afterwards in our parish centre over some refreshments.  Each of them has one particular parishioner praying for them – but they need more than that.  They need every one of you holding them up in your prayers regularly.  Just today, I read a an insightful comment from a priest who has many years of ministry with young people:  he said “Young people today often must choose faith rather than inherit it” So pray earnestly for our ten candidates that they make a deep and personal choice, and are truly open to the work of the Holy Spirit in their lives.
In addition, it will be a good opportunity to meet your Area Bishop!
Your parish Catholic diary for 2018 is available in our church porch – free!
2017 Parish Christmas Lunch - Sunday 10th December at 1pm.
The menu to select your choices is now available in the church porch so please do complete the form ASAP. 
For the Parish Christmas Raffle there is a box in the porch were you can deposit your kind donation for the Christmas Raffle. Please ensure Sell by Date is post-Christmas.

Please make payment, £28 per adult - £14 children 12 and under, to Fr John. If paying by cheque please make your cheque payable to St Andrews and write Christmas Lunch on the back of the cheque.
Your prayers are asked for:
· Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence and Kevin Thornton.
· For all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. ('Relatives and Friends' list is on the porch noticeboard)
· Those whose anniversaries occur about this time – Louise Clark, Kay and Brian McGinty, Phyllis Lorriman, Rev. Derek Ockenden, Anne Luker and Roman Chudzikowski. 
This week’s services
	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	11th Nov
	32nd Sunday Ord Time (A)
	18:00 Mass
	Vigil Mass

	Sunday
	12th Nov
	32nd Sunday Ord Time (A)
	08:30 Mass
10:30 Mass
	People of the Parish


	Monday
	13th Nov
	St Frances Xavier Cabrini
	10:00 Mass
	Deceased Clergy

	Tuesday
	14th Nov
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Pvt Int. (Ena)

	Wednesday
	15th Nov
	St Albert the Great
	10:00 Mass
	Graham and Olive
Prince

	Thursday
	16th Nov
	St Edmund of Abingdon
	09:00 Mass
	

	Friday
	17th Nov
	St Hilda
	10:00 Mass
	Followed by
Adoration

	Saturday
	18th Nov
	33rd Sunday Ord (A)
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Mass
	Reconciliation
Vigil

	Sunday
	19th Nov
	33rd Sunday Ord (A)
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	


Christmas Cards
Our annual Christmas card sale will be held after weekend Masses on Nov 18/19 and again on Nov 25/26, together with other Repository items.  Maggie's Handmade Cribs will also be on offer at the Nov 18/19 sale.  We will once again be supporting The Church in Need charity, which works with worldwide Christian communities suffering persecution.

Advent Wreath Workshop
Saturday 2nd December 10am and Sunday 3rd December, after the 10.30am Mass, everyone welcome, children, parents, grandparents - something for everyone! Please call Lorraine Sharp - 01580 762764 - for more information.

Fatima, Lisbon and Santiago Pilgrimage

St. Peter’s, Bearsted are organising a pilgrimage next September. For further details, visit their web

site – www.catholic-bearsted.org.uk     
 Men’s and Ladies’ Breakfast

Our next ecumenical breakfast is Saturday 25 November AT 8.30am in Zion Baptist Church when on this occasion ladies are warmly invited to join us.
Our speaker will be Phil Moon who is Team Vicar in Hove and a former Curate at Christ Church, Tunbridge Wells, when Dick Warren was a Lay Reader there.  He is a keen mountaineer and has entitled his talk "Men, Mountains and Ministry"
Come and enjoy an excellent cooked breakfast but please let Chris Cheesman (01580 762573) or Dick Warren (01580 761688) know by Wednesday, 22 November if you intend to come.  The cost is £10 per person: please pay at the door.
Next week’s “jobs”
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Roger Styles
	Elena Peck
	R. Heinrichsmeier

	Extraordinary Ministers
	Priest/Deacon
	Peter Lonergan
Michael Payne
	Collette Iglinski
Frances Lawrence

	Flowers
	Breda
	Cleaners
	Francien/Elena


