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Week beginning 10th December, Second Sunday of Advent (B)

Today's Readings: 
First Reading - (Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11)-Isaiah speaks tenderly to the Israelites who are taken captives by Babylon and promises them that their suffering will end. 
Psalm - (84)-The Lord's people may expect to feel remorse when they commit sin; but when they return to Him with humble prayer, He will make them again to rejoice in him.
Psalm response - 18.00 & 08.30: Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help

                             10.30: Lord, let us see your kindness; Lord, let us see your kindness.


Second Reading - (2 Peter 3:8-14) - Peter writes that God is not slow about his promises but God’s way of reckoning time cannot be compared to ours. God wishes to save all and urges everyone to repent. 

Gospel - (Mark 1:1-8) - John the Baptist is an austere man but powerful in speech and actions. In accordance with the prophecy of Isaiah, he prepares the people for the coming of the Messiah. 

At the 10.30 Mass, during the offertory - the choir will sing the motet "Come, thou Redeemer of the earth" (Michael Pretorius arranged Sir David Willcocks)                   
Fr. John writes - 
When to tell the children whether Fr Christmas is ‘real’ or not? Of course, he is real!
This week the newspapers had a report of an excavation in the town where St Nicholas had been bishop (in present Turkey) and bones from a significant tomb were sent for analysis. They proved to be within fifty years of the time when St Nicholas lived! Other significant archaeological findings supported that the bones came from a bishop’s tomb.
However, modern day Santa Claus does not sound or look alike any bishop today! The name, St. Nicholas, is a bit of a mouthful for a toddler, so it is not surprising that it was reduced to Santa Claus. His fur trimmed red outfit, his excessive weight and dire need of a haircut and beard trim, are more to do with modern cartoons than historical reality. 
St Nicholas was greatly admired for his anonymous generosity to the neediest people of his day, rather than for showering yet more toys and games down largely non-existent chimneys!   The real St Nicholas certainly lived.
Bible Study
This Sunday - "Jacob, Joseph and the reconciliation" 09.45 in the Parish Hall.                                Then on Sunday 17th December 2017 – "Moses and the drama of the Exodus".                                We will then have a break and resume on January 20th with "Freedom and the Law at Mount Sinai".  

Advent Reflections
Over the weeks of Advent, the Archdiocese of Southwark's Stewardship Team, in collaboration with the diocesan Spirituality Commission, will send out daily reflections featuring thoughts, Scripture and prayer.
Please log onto eepurl.com/bF0b6P and sign up. NOTE - the figure after the capital F is zero, not the letter O! These are very short items reflecting on a sentence or two from the daily Mass readings; they are superb.
Extra-ordinary Ministers.
It is important that we have enough extra-ordinary ministers at Christmas. There is a list in the porch where you can sign your name if you are here and do not forget to put the Mass that you will be attending. 
Your prayers are asked for:
· Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence, Kevin Thornton and Liz Goodwin.
· For all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. 'Relatives and Friends' list is on the porch noticeboard
· Those whose anniversaries occur about this time – Gwladys Webbe-Wood, Keiron McNamara, Roy Sturdy, Norman Blackman, Nancie Gribble, Elizabeth Berardi-Cools, John Hannington, Violet Barrie, Hella Reed, Mary Roberts, Norah Pillano and Bishop William Brown.

Flower Arrangers 
We are always looking for new members to join us; if you think you would like to be involved but are unsure, why not come along on Saturday December 23rd. at 10,00am when the church will be decorated for Christmas.
Flower arranging is not restricted to just the women of the parish! Give it some thought, gents.
Meanwhile, next Sunday there will be a second collection to provide funds for the floral decoration of the church at Christmas.
Christmas Greetings Board 
The usual board will be in the porch for you to write a message instead of giving or leaving Christmas cards for fellow parishioners. Please donate the money saved to the Missioners of Africa who will forward it to Fr. Oswald to use at the children's Hospital of Hope in Uganda. We will collect your donation after Christmas.

Tenterden Nativity
Performance Sunday 10th December at St. Mildred's, 5.30pm.
This week’s services

	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	9th Dec
	Bible Sunday

2nd Sunday in Advent (B)
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	People of the parish

	Sunday
	10th Dec
	Bible Sunday

2nd Sunday in Advent (B)
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	Michael Edwards RIP

	Monday
	11th Dec
	St Damasus
	10:00 Mass
	Deceased clergy

	Tuesday
	12th Dec
	Our Lady of Guadalupe
	10:00 Mass
	Confirmation candidates

	Wednesday
	13th Dec
	St Lucy
	18:30 Confirmation Mass
	Followed by reception

	Thursday
	14th Dec
	St John of the Cross
	09:00 Mass
	

	Friday
	15th Dec
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Followed by adoration

	Saturday
	16th Dec
	3rd Sunday of Advent (B)
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation

People of the parish

	Sunday
	17th Dec
	3rd Sunday of Advent (B)
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
12:30 Tridentine Mass
	Roy Sturdy RIP


Next week’s responsibilities for the 3rd week of Advent
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Pat Sargent
	Peter Lawrence
	Lynton Adams

	Extraordinary Ministers
	None
	Peter Lonergan

Neil Murray
	Rani Thomas

Lorraine Sharp

	Flowers
	Hilary Edwards
	Cleaners
	Brian


