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Newsletter for the week beginning 17th December 2017, Third Sunday of Advent (B)

Today's Readings: 
First Reading - (Isaiah 61:1-2. 10-11) ​- This reading from Isaiah has two parts. The first part is the song of the Lord’s Anointed. The second part depicts the nuptial joy of Zion clothed with salvation and righteousness  
Canticle - (Luke 1:46-50.53-54) - By God's power two obscure, humble women, one old and barren, one young and a virgin will become mothers. Mary is so moved by this vision of God, the lover of the lowly, that she breaks out into the song, we have come to call the Magnificat.
Canticle response - 18.00 - My soul rejoices in my God

                                 08.30 & 10.30 - Magnificat, Magnificat, anima mea Dominum
Second Reading - (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) - Paul gives a series of brief commands which form the basis for Christian living. Christians have an obligation to pray and make their lives joyful  
Gospel - (John 1:6-8. 19-28) - John the Baptist comes to bear testimony to Jesus who is the light of the world. John's role is to prepare for the coming of the Messiah.

At the 10.30 Mass, during the offertory the choir will sing the motet:  "Joys Seven" (Traditional and harmonised by Martin Shaw with improvised organ interludes)

Fr. John writes - 

Many thanks to all, who helped to make the Confirmation last week of our 11 candidates, such a significant occasion. These include their Catechist, Collette Iglinska, our choir, and all of you who supported them in prayer and came to the Confirmation Mass and the reception afterwards in the parish centre. Also thanks to the parents who brought all the excellent food for the party. 
We had planned to have our usual Crib/Carol Service this Sunday afternoon, which involves the children dressing the crib scene, but we have decided to cancel it this year.  Having the final Advent Sunday, the day before Christmas this year, plus various key peoples’ other engagements, has meant that it is no longer feasible. In addition, having the Confirmation, so near to Christmas, exacerbated the situation.   Next year we hope to get back to normal!
Preparing ourselves for Christmas is important:  I remind you that we are having a combined Penitential Service with Headcorn this coming Monday at 7.30pm – an opportunity for a pre-Christmas Confession.  I can take four passengers in my car, and I am sure others will be willing to give lifts.
Please remember the Town Carol Service on Wednesday at 19:30 in Saint Mildred’s Church, a great ecumenical start to Christmas.

Please keep Liz Goodwin in your prayers over Christmas; she is not well at all.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Sunday 24th December, CHRISTMAS EVE, Mass during the night at 10pm NOT midnight this year.   

It will start with Carols @ 9.45pm.
Monday 25th December, CHRISTMAS DAY, Masses at 8.30am and 10.30am                                              .                                                                                                                                

Bible Study this Sunday
“Moses and the drama of the Exodus".   09.45 in the Parish Hall. We will then have a break and continue in January 
Christmas Offerings
Please remember that all the offerings at the Christmas Masses are your personal gift to the Parish Priest. Please use the Gift Aid envelope, if applicable, and if donating a cheque do ensure that it is made payable to 'St. Andrew's Church'; you can write 'Christmas Offering' on the back to make sure it gets to Fr. John.

Advent Reflections
Over the weeks of Advent, the Archdiocese of Southwark's Stewardship Team, in collaboration with the diocesan Spirituality Commission, send out daily reflections featuring thoughts, Scripture and prayer. Please log onto eepurl.com/bF0b6P and sign up. NOTE - the figure after the capital F is zero, not the letter O! These are very short items reflecting on a sentence or two from the daily Mass readings.
Your prayers are asked for:
· Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence, Kevin Thornton and Liz Goodwin.
· For any other unnamed above sick parishioners, family members and friends. (Relatives and Friends list is on the porch noticeboard)
· Those whose anniversaries occur about this time – Alex Karras, Norah Wrigley, Joan Gray, Mary Hounsell, Joanna Powell and Mary Stevenson.
Extra-ordinary Ministers.
It is important that we have enough ministers at the Christmas services. There is a list in the porch, where you can sign your name, if you are here and please do not forget to indicate which Mass, you are attending.
Flower Arrangers
Saturday December 23rd. at 10,00am.will be when the church will be decorated for Christmas.      New members, male or female, welcome.
Christmas Greetings Board

Do please see Fr. Oswald's letter to us, in the porch, about the work of Home of Hope and give your support. Donation details after Christmas.
This week’s services
	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	16th Dec
	3rd Sunday Advent Year B

Gaudete Sunday
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	People of the parish

	Sunday
	17th Dec
	3rd Sunday Advent Year B

Gaudete Sunday
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass

12:30 Latin Mass
	Extraordinary form

	Monday
	18th Dec
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	

	Tuesday
	19th Dec
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Georgina Stuart RIP

(Ena Dowson)

	Wednesday
	20th Dec
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	

	Thursday
	21st Dec
	St Peter Canisius
	09:00 Mass
	

	Friday
	22nd Dec
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
Followed by adoration
	N Kennell RIP
(Doreen)

	Saturday
	23rd Dec
	Feria
4th Sunday Advent Year B
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation
People of the parish

	Sunday
	24th Dec
	4th Sunday Advent Year B
Christmas Mass in the night
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
22:00 Mass
	Preceded by carols 

from 21:45


Next weekend’s responsibilities (4th Sunday in Advent)
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Roger Styles
	Tony Mallet
	Brian Lawrence

	Extraordinary Ministers
	None
	Elena Peck

Louise Carter
	Martin Heinrichsmeier

Chris Leahy

	Flowers from 10am on Sat
	Anyone available
	Cleaners
	


