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Week beginning 7th  January 2018.  The Epiphany of the Lord  (B)
Today's Readings: 
First Reading – (Isaiah 60: 1-6) This reading is a magnificent text addressed to the exiles returning from the Babylonian captivity. They are told that the Temple city of Jerusalem will exult before the glory of God.
Psalm (71)   Although it is thought that Solomon is both author and subject of this psalm the general tenor and some of the specific statements in it can allude only to that One Greater than Solomon. 

Psalm Response -      18.00 & 08.30  All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord

10.30 Lord, every nation on earth will adore you, and all people shall walk by your light

Second Reading -  (Ephesians 3:2-3a. 5-6 ) Paul writes that the mystery concerning the Gentiles has now been revealed. The Gentiles share the same inheritance for they are part of the body of Christ   

Gospel – (Matthew 2: 1-12) The Wise Men from the East reach Bethlehem and find the Baby Jesus. They worship him and offer him gold, frankincense and myrrh as gifts. 

Fr. John Writes - 

     On Tuesday of last week more than one person told me how difficult they found it to get back to the ‘work routine’ after all the festivities and visiting of friends and relatives.  For us, the Christmas season is not over.  This Sunday we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord.   Another word for ‘epiphany’   is ‘manifestation’ .    The birth of the Lord Jesus in the darkness of night in an outhouse of Bethlehem was known only to a handful of shepherds.  Despite it being the greatest event in the whole history of creation, it was almost a hidden one.    But now starts the ‘manifestation’ of who this infant Jesus really is – the Epiphany!    Do you remember at Christmas I spoke of how the whole Gospel message focusses on “ Who Jesus really is”  - much more than any king or wise man for a start!                                                                                                 
Prayers

Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence, Kevin Thornton and Catherine O’Driscoll (currently back in the WHH)
'Relatives and Friends' list is on the porch noticeboard

Your prayers, please, for all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. 
Those whose anniversaries occur about this time – Mary Jones, John Symonds, Howard Wickham, Dorothy Newell, Margaret Salmon, Joyce Thomas, Christine Wood, Julie Elliot, Clemens Heinrichsmeier and Catherine Mellor. 

May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed rest in peace. 
Important Dates for Your Diaries - January
1.Saturday January 13th in Zion Baptist Church – Men’s Breakfast – speaker Ian Black – Deacon at St Francis RC church in Maidstone. Former fire officer and now Chaplain to London Fire Brigade and St Simon Stock School. Breakfast starts at 08:30 – cost £10. Sign up sheet now in the porch.
2.Sunday January 21st at 09:45, we re-start our Bible Journey with the book of Exodus and “Freedom and the Law at Mount Sinai”.
3.Saturday January 27th at 08:30 – Our annual ecumenical Bible Study morning, for both ladies and gents starting with breakfast. This year’s topic is Saint Paul. We will be collecting names and the £10 breakfast/ lecturer’s fee contribution in early January. Sign up sheet now in the porch.

	This Week's Services
 Sunday 7th January 2018   THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD       8.30am Mass 

                                                                         10.30am (Liz Goodwin RIP)    
Monday 8th                            THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD.(B).        10am Mass 
Tuesday 9th            Feria (ordinary time before Lent)              10.00am Mass (private intention)
Wednesday 10th      Feria                                                                   10am Mass 
 Thursday 11th               Feria                                                                     9am Mass 

 Friday 12th             Feria                                                                   10am Mass. followed by                       .                                                                                            Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Saturday 13th                                               Sacrament of Reconciliation 10am – 10.45am.                                                       .                   SECOND SUNDAY of Year (B)                6pm Vigil Mass people of the parish
Sunday 14th.                   Masses at 8.30am & 10.30am     


 Spring 2018 pilgrimage to Italy 
The Catholic Church in Rye, dedicated to St Anthony of Padua, has organised a pilgrimage to Assisi and Padua from 16th April to 21st April. They would welcome parishioners from Battle, Northiam or Tenterden to join those from Rye - about 15 so far - who have agreed to go. 

The cost is £799 per person, which includes flights, travel within Italy, five nights accommodation, breakfast and dinner. 

The pilgrimage is being led by Fr Matthew Chadwick OFM Conv from Rye. The pilgrimage is being organised in Rye by Jocelyn and Christopher Rowe. 

Margot and Dominic Leahy (01797 227488) from St Teresa’s, who are also going, would be happy to answer any questions.- 
	January 13 / 14 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)

	Readers 

          Nar     


	            6.00pm                  
  Roger Styles 
	              08.30am                    
Alexander Wilson  
	                10.30am                                  
Kathleen Bishop 

	Extra - Ordinary Ministers
	 
	Elena Peck

Michael Payne  
	Liz Dumbleton

Rani Thomas 

	Flowers – Suzanne                                                Cleaning – Anne and Maria


Lost Property
We have another enviable collection of spectacle cases – some with spectacles in them – and assorted clothing at the back of the church on the book case and in a box on the floor. Please have a peruse to see if anything of yours is there.

