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Newsletter for the week beginning 11th March 2018.  The Fourth Sunday of Lent Year (B)

Today's Readings: 

First Reading – (2 Chronicles 36:14-16) According to the author of Chronicles disobedience to God caused the Babylonian exile. However, exile ends when God inspires King Cyrus to free the people of Israel. 
Psalm (137)    In their captivity in Babylon, the Jews sat in silence; they remembered in silence; they wept in silence.
Psalm Response -        O let my tongue cleave to my mouth if I remember you not!  

Second Reading - (Ephesians 2:4-10)    .Paul tells the Ephesians that salvation is God’s gift to them and not the fruit of their own good works.  

Gospel – (John 3:14-21) Belief in Jesus is the essential condition for attaining eternal life. God’s love for humanity is revealed through the sending of the Son to save them. 

Fr. John writes - 
I could not help feeling proud of you all as I sent off the cheque to Cafod this week – you had donated £616 to help the poorest people in our world.  When the Government has doubled that amount as they promised, and when the Gift Aid declarations are included, it will become a very significant sum of money indeed. You are truly generous people. 
I am going to challenge you now to be even more generous- not with your chequebook, but with your time!     Holy Week starts in a couple of weeks’ time,  starting with Palm Sunday of the Passion, and progressing to the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on the Thursday, followed by Good Friday and the Passion of the Lord at 3pm,  and finally the Easter Vigil on Saturday night at 9.30pm.   Most of you come to the Good Friday Passion Service.    My challenge to you is that you decide now you that are going to come to all the Holy Week Services this year!   
Holy Week and Easter Services 
Holy Thursday 19:30 Mass of Maundy Thursday, watching to 22:00.
Good Friday 10.00am Procession of Witness in the town. Good Friday Liturgy at 3.00pm.
Easter Vigil commences at 9.00pm

Easter Sunday Masses at 8.30am and 10.30am.
Bible Journey
This Sunday, 11th March, at 09:45 in the hall, we continue with– Biblical Wisdom literature- Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Job. Next week, Elijah – the Troubler of Israel; 1Kings 16 & 2 Kings.
Your prayers are asked for:
· Those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence, Kevin Thornton, Catherine O’Driscoll, Beryl Cowderoy, Yolande Urquhart and Linda Smith.

· For all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. 
· For those whose anniversaries of death occur about this time –  Philip Goodwin, Peter Cox, Mary Hastings, John Bryant, John-Paul Beirne, William Roche, Daniel Nesbitt, Thomas Blair and Geraldine Keating. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.
Important Dates for your diaries 
1. Saturday April 21st from 10:00 to 13:00 here at Saint Andrew’s – Morning of reflection for Readers and Extra-ordinary Ministers. Canon Anthony Charlton. PP at Canterbury. Please book that date now
2.The Men’s Breakfast event on Saturday May 5th  in Saint Andrew’s Parish Centre, will be replaced by a Christian Aid Big Brekkie event (as last year) – open to all, including children – still in Saint Andrew’s. This will be followed by a short act of worship in Saint Andrew’s to mark Christian Aid week.
Repository Sale
We now have St Patrick’s Day and Easter cards for sale after all weekend Masses together with our usual range of other greeting cards.
Thanks
Peter Davidson has made a great recovery, D.G. and to celebrate further he and Maureen now have a tenth great-grand child, Ivy.
Preparing for Easter
The Friars, Aylesford, are offering a Day of Preparation for the Easter Seaon. As Holy Week and Easter draw near you are invited to look at how you can use the different days, prayers and your experience to approach Easter differently and deepen your relationship with God. It will be conducted by Maggie Cascioli and Paul de Groot O. Carm. On Saturday next, March 17th from 10.00am to about 4.00pm; tea and coffee will be provided but please bring your own lunch or use the Tea Room.
Thanks
We have had emails from the Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers) and from Fr. Oswald informing us that the £200 collected for the Christmas Greetings board has been received and grateful thanks is extended to all, who supported this enterprise. Fr. Oswald has a new email address - oswaldmallya@gmail.com .
Newsletter by email

Please do consider receiving the newsletter by email, it really would help the parish. Just drop a note to me, Brian Lawrence, b.lawrence999@btinternet.com.

This week’s services
	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	March 10th 
	4th Sunday in Lent Year B
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	Jim Flynn (Nuala)

	Sunday
	March 11th 
	4th Sunday in Lent Year B

Laetare Sunday (rejoicing)

(In the Hall)
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass

16:30 Meditation
	People of the parish

Stations of the Cross

	Monday
	March 12th 
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Private Intention

	Tuesday
	March 13th 
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Welfare Ann Budd

	Wednesday
	March 14th 
	Feria
	10:00 Mass followed

by Stations of Cross
	Deceased Clergy

	Thursday
	March 15th 
	Feria
	09:00 Mass
	Private Intention

	Friday
	March 16th 
	Feria
	10:00 Mass followed

by Adoration BS
	

	Saturday
	March 17th 
	Saint Patrick
5th Sunday of Lent Year B
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation

Private Intention (AC)

	Sunday
	March 18th 
	5th Sunday of Lent Year B
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
12:30 Mass
	People of the parish


Next week’s responsibilities
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Noel Jordan
	Peter Lawrence
	Kathy Gibbs

	Extraordinary Ministers
	
	Neil Murray

Louise Carter
	Lorraine Sharp

Liz Dumbleton

	Flowers
	
	Cleaners
	


