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Newsletter for the week beginning 8th April 2018.  Second Sunday of Easter

Today's readings: 
First Reading – (Acts 2:42-47) The Acts of the Apostles has three major summaries that depict the springtime of the Church in Jerusalem. This passage presents the second major summary. Strong faith and communal living characterize this period. 
Psalm (118)  The psalmist invites us to join with him, not only in a cheerful acknowledgement of God’s goodness and a cheerful dependence upon that goodness for the future, but in a believing expectation of the promised Messiah, of whose kingdom and his exaltation to it his were typical.  
Psalm Response -    Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.      

Second Reading - (1 Peter 1:3-9) St John writes that God’s commandments are not burdensome for those who love him. 
Gospel – (John 20:19-31)   Jesus invites Thomas to physically examine his wounds and his side. Rather than probing him, Thomas makes the best ever confession of faith by calling Jesus “My Lord and my God”. 

Fr. John writes –

First, I want to thank you all for your very generous offerings on Easter Sunday (£1697.50)!  
I would like to ask your prayers for Anna Campbell’s husband Terry who died on Good Friday.  Terry became a Catholic very recently.  His Requiem at St Andrew’s is scheduled for Wednesday the 2nd May.  
Kay Ockenden sent a card wishing us all a happy Easter, and I have thanked her on your behalf.      

I hope you all enjoyed a good Bank holiday despite the rain. 
All organisations, including parishes, are facing new regulations from the Government regarding Data Protection.  It will involve, for instance, a new form etc. being signed by all of you who Gift Aid your donations.  A small group of our Finance Committee members are grappling on our behalf with meeting these requirements.  I mention it, as you will be hearing more of this in the near future. 
The Bible Journey continues this Sunday in the hall at 9.15am with 'Justice and Love'; Amos and Hosea. Next week the topic will be 'Isaiah on defiant hope”.

Your prayers are asked for:

· those ill or infirm in our parish –  Elizabeth Morrison and Colin Morrison, Joseph Adams, Patricia Hook, Michelle McKinnon, Jo Venables, Marjorie and John Dumbleton, Joseph Delaney,  Elena Troake (Elena Peck's daughter), Linda Wharfe, Jane McKinnon, Michael McDermott (Mara's husband), Wendy Butler, Stephen Beasley, Mgr. Hill, Lester Kinkel, Ellie Lawrence, Kevin Thornton, Catherine O’Driscoll, Beryl Cowderoy, Yolande Urquhart and Linda Smith.

· for all our sick parishioners, family members and friends. 
· those whose anniversaries of death occur about this time –  Fiona Dodsworth, Andrew Lacki, Ellen Lawrence, Ethel Klemen, Edgar Beard, Florence Amor, Eric Beresford, Mary Goulding, Frederick Collison, Eric Booth and Elizabeth Booth. May their souls and the souls of all the departed rest in peace. 

Important Dates for Your Diaries

Saturday April 21st from 10:00 to 13:00 here at Saint Andrew’s – Morning of reflection for Readers and Extra-ordinary Ministers. Canon Anthony Charlton. PP at Canterbury. Please book that date now. Please remember that you are expected to attend one of these sessions at least once a year.
Saturday May 5th The Men’s Breakfast event in Saint Andrew’s Parish Centre, will be replaced by a Christian Aid Big Brekkie event (as last year) – open to all, including children – still in Saint Andrew’s. This will be followed by a short act of worship to mark Christian Aid week.
Saturday June 16th - Mass in celebration of the Sacrament of Marriage. This will take place at St. George’s Cathedral, Southwark at 12:00 pm. If you are celebrating your 1st. 10th, 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th wedding anniversary this year and would like to attend this service, please let Fr John know as soon as possible.

Rosary on the Coast

 Sunday 29th April at 3pm at The Sacred Heart, Goudhurst. This is a day of Pilgrimage and Prayer for the re-flourishing of our Faith, for the Grace to build a culture of Life and for true peace to reign in the hearts of all people and Nations.  

Food Bank
The Food Bank has been well supported but recently donations have decreased; please do try to bring some suitable foods to help those families in need. Suggested items include  Irish stew, minced beef & onion, stewed steak, meat balls, frankfurters, tinned carrots, peas, potatoes, tinned fruit; rice pudding, breakfast cereals, biscuits, tea, coffee, cocoa.

Newsletter by email

 Please, some more parishioners who would like to receive the newsletter via email. I already have several in and outside the parish but when I send I 'blind' out all the other addresses so you will be safe from spammers.
This week’s services

	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	April 7th 
	2nd Sunday of Easter

Divine Mercy Sunday
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	

	Sunday
	April 8th 
	2nd Sunday of Easter

Divine Mercy Sunday
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	People of the parish

	Monday
	April 9th 
	Annunciation of the Lord
	10:00 Mass
	Private Intention

	Tuesday
	April 10th 
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Welfare Kitty Smith

	Wednesday
	April 11th 
	St Stanislaus
	10:00 Mass
	Private Intention

	Thursday
	April 12th 
	Feria
	09:00 Mass
	

	Friday
	April 13th 
	Feria
	10:00 Mass followed
	by Adoration

	Saturday
	April 14th 
	3rd Sunday of Easter
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation
Terry Campbell RIP

(Doreen)

	Sunday
	April 15th 
	3rd Sunday of Easter
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
12:30 Mass
	Private Intention
People of the parish

Extraordinary form


Next week’s responsibilities
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Noel Jordan
	Alexander Wilson
	Frances Lawrence

	Extraordinary Ministers
	
	Alan Shipton

Peter Lonergan
	Liz Dumbleton

Rani Thomas

	Flowers
	Maureen plus help
	Cleaners
	


