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Week beginning 9th September 2018, Twenty- Third Sunday of Year B

Today's Readings - 
First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7. Isaiah exudes new hope for the exiles returning from slavery in Babylon. He says that when God will come to save them the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and water shall spring forth in the desert. 
Psalm: 146.   A hymn of someone who has learned there is no other source of strength except the merciful God. Only God, not mortal human beings, can help vulnerable and oppressed people. 
Psalm Response:      18.00 -  My soul give praise to the Lord

                                   08.30 - My soul give praise, give praise to the Lord

 10.30 - I will praise your name, my King and my God; I will praise your name, my King and my God.

Second Reading: James 2:1-5.  Favouring the rich adorned with jewellery and wearing fine clothes but belittling the poor in shabby clothing is common trend that James strongly condemns. 
Gospel Reading:  Mark 7:31-37. Jesus prays to his Father before curing the deaf and dumb man and the people who witness the event are astonished. 

Fr John writes:
The National Eucharistic Congress started in Liverpool on Friday of this weekend and will be finishing today.  It was part ‘Congress’ with significant speakers, and part ‘pilgrimage’ with parishioners from all around England and Wales worshipping together in Liverpool Catholic Cathedral.  
Here at St Andrew’s during our hour of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this Friday after Mass we joined our worship in spirit with this pilgrimage of prayer.     I am hoping that the speakers’ contributions will be published and, if so, I will draw it to your attention.   With any luck, some helpful and inspiring literature may encourage more of us to lose our fear of spending time in silence before the Blessed Sacrament.  
Too often we can be rather demanding of ourselves with regard to prayer, and think it is a waste of time because of all our distractions.  I remind myself of the story of the elderly man who used to sit for long periods with his eyes on the tabernacle.  One day someone asked what did he do for so long.  He said “I just look at Him, and He looks at me!”  
On a different subject, we are in desperate need of more church cleaners. The system is that two people take their turn cleaning together.    Unfortunately, through age and frailty some valiant workers have had to retire recently from the fray.  If you let Brian Lawrence know you are a willing volunteer he will be delighted to put you on the list.

Our Second Collection today is for the work done on behalf of the Bishops to support our 2000 Catholic schools in England and Wales.
The Bible Journey concludes the current session this Sunday at 9.45am in the hall with – 'Revelation's vision for a new creation'. Subject to demand, I am happy to start another course (which I have already purchased) on the Old Testament on Sunday September 30th. Deacon Jolyon.

Men's Breakfast in Zion church Saturday September 22nd at 08:30. David Barrett, former member of St Mildred’s, is our speaker. Should be interesting and topical as he talks about the Beachy Head Chaplaincy reaching out in Christ’s name to the many, who go to Beachy Head with the intent of ending their lives 
Your Prayers are asked for:
· Those whose anniversaries occur about this time- Helena Gilkerson, Alan Catlow, Anne Holmes, 'Bunny' Horton, Jocelyn Stevenson, Philomena Curtin, Doreen Richardson and John Gray.May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace.

· Those ill or infirm in our parish – Patricia Hook.(Remember that parishioners who would like be on the sick list must give their permission themselves or via another parishioner for this to comply with the GDPR. Do let Father John or Brian know).
Events this week
Monday 10th September The Kino Cinema in Hawkhurst will be showing the documentary film, called “Pope Francis a Man of his Word”, this has been made by the film director Wim Wenders. For details of the time and to book tickets see www.kinodigital.co.uk   or ring 01580-754321.

Wednesday 12th September - Choir Practice at 7.00pm
Thursday 13th September - Ladies Coffee Morning at 11.30am in the hall
Next Weekend’s services
	Day
	Date
	Feast
	Time
	Detail

	Saturday
	8th September
	23rd Sunday Ordinary Time B
	18:00 Vigil Mass
	

	Sunday
	9th September
	23rd Sunday Ordinary Time B
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	People of the parish

Varghese Thomas RIP

	Monday
	10th September
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Welfare Gollan family

	Tuesday
	11th September
	Feria
	10:00 Mass
	Welfare Sharon Jones

	Wednesday
	12th September 
	Most Holy name of Mary
	10:00 Mass
	Kevin Thornton RIP

	Thursday
	13th September
	St John Chrysostom
	09:00 Mass
	Rev Leo Targett RIP

	Friday
	14th September
	Exaltation of the Cross
	10:00 Mass
	Followed by Adoration

	Saturday
	15th September
	Our Lady of Sorrows

23rd Sunday Ordinary Time Year B
	10:00 to 10:45

18:00 Vigil Mass
	Reconciliation

	Sunday
	16th September 
	23rd Sunday Ordinary Time Year B
	08:30 Mass

10:30 Mass
	


Next Weekend’s Roles
	Job/Time
	18:00 Saturday
	08:30 Sunday
	10:30 Sunday

	Reader
	Pat Sargent
	Tony Mallet
	Colette Iglinski

	Extraordinary Ministers
	
	Maria Milton
Louise Carter
	Lorraine Sharp
Liz Dumbleton

	Flowers
	Susan Wilson
	Cleaners
	


